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MARINE MAMMAL INCIDENT & OCCURANCE FORM

	Incident Date & Location
	Observer Information
	DFO File #’s

	Report Date:         Time:           
Incident Date:        FORMTEXT 

     
  Time: 
Latitude:              .      

Longitude:             .     
Location:        
	Name:  
Address:       
Phone (1):  
Phone (2)       
Email:      
Vessel:       
Fishery/Gear:  
	RR#:  06- _____________       

FOS:_     

 FORMTEXT 
 __________

DVS:  ________________

	
	
	Radio Room Action

· Immediate Call

· Fax + Message

· Fax

	
	
	

	Report Taken by:      
	Phone#:  
	Email: 

	

	SPECIES  (check one)
Dolphin or Porpoise

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Species:  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Unidentified

Whale

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Species:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Unidentified

Seal or Sea Lion

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Species:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Unidentified

Sea Turtle

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Species:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Unidentified   
	Incident Type:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dead Animal

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Entanglement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Collision

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Sick or Injured


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Live Stranding

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Unusual Sighting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Shooting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Harassment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other
	Evidence:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Photos

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Video

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Samples

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other

	
	ID Confidence

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Certain  
  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Probable  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Possible

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Uncertain
	Group Size

Min #:        
Max #:       
Best #:       
	Animal Condition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Alive

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Fresh Dead

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Mod-Adv Decomp

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Unknown

	
	BODY LENGTH:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  < 1m (<3 ft)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  1-1.5 m (3-5ft)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  1.5-2 m (5-7 ft)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  2-3 m (7-10 ft)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  3-8 m (10-25ft)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  8-16 m (25-50 ft)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  16-26 m (50-80 ft)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  >26 m (>80 ft)

	Incident Description:  (event, animal shape, colour, markings, behaviour, vessel description etc, other conditions)



	COMMENTS & ACTIONS:  (response initiated, people, timelines, planning, recommendations, etc. - if response is initiated directly by area staff, complete in detail this section prior to faxing to radio room)

	DFO Area:  
Response Actioned:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Y   FORMCHECKBOX 
  N    
	Assignment    FORMCHECKBOX 
  C&P   

                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Science   
	Staff Assigned:  

	Notes:  

	Please remember to follow-up with a report of actions taken to the Marine Mammal Incident Coordinator


TO HELP DETERMINE THE TYPE OF ANIMAL AND SPECIES, ASK THE FOLLOWING:

1) Does the animal have fur and 4 flippers?  

If YES, it’s likely a pinniped or a sea otter.

2) Does the animal have a shell, 4 flippers and a beak? 

If YES, it’s likely a sea turtle.

3) Does the animal have skin, a blowhole, 2 flippers, a tail and maybe a dorsal fin?

If YES, it’s a cetacean.

4) Does the animal have teeth or baleen (combs hanging from upper jaw like a filter)?

5) How big is the animal (estimate of length)?  Suggest comparing to size of a known object as reference.

6) What colour is the animal (describe the back, belly, underside of tail, head, throat)?

7) What type of appendages (tail, fin, flippers) does it have? Describe the shape and size in proportion to overall body.

8) Does the animal have any markings (stripes, scars, pigmentation/colour patterns)?

Encourage callers to collect photographs to identify species, and document evidence. Send to spavenl@pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca or to Cetacean Research Program, Pacific Biological Station, 3190 Hammond Bay Road, Nanaimo BC V9T 6N7

INCIDENT TYPES:

Unusual sighting:

Animal sighted in an unusual location/situation, or is tagged or branded

Dead animal:

Animal found dead (floating or on shore) in water (no evidence of entanglement or shooting)

Entanglement:

Animal found dead or alive (floating or on shore) and entangled in debris, likely fishing gear

Shooting:

Animal found dead or alive (floating or on shore) that has been shot 

Live Stranding:

Animal found on shore that is in distress (alive) 

Injured or Sick:

Animal found alive but appears sick or injured

Collision:
Animal found dead, alive or injured where there is evidence that is was struck by a vessel

Harassment:
An expressed concern regarding possible marine mammal harassment 

Other:
Any other report that does not fit the above categories 

ANIMAL CONDITION:

Alive: 




Animal is alive, but may be sick or injured

Freshly Dead: 




Fresh carcass, no skin peeling, possibly dead only a few days

Moderate-Advanced Decomposition: 
Moderate to major bloating, skin peeling or missing, smelly, evidence of some disturbance by scavengers to bones exposed due to decomposition

Unknown: 




Observer not able to determine the condition of the carcass
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STRANDED SEAL PUPS 
· Advise that pup may not be abandoned and to observe at a distance for signs of mother and make observations animal size, condition, signs of injury, etc.   

· Advise to keep any activity (humans, dogs, birds) around the pup to a minimum as a mother is less likely to attempt to return to its pup in the presence of much activity.

· If they remain concerned or want more information they can call the Vancouver Aquarium Marine Mammal Rescue and Rehabilitation at 604-258-SEAL (7325) or Island Wildlife Natural Care Centre 250-537-0777.

MOULTING ELEPHANT SEALS (annual molt makes seal look very sick, but just a natural 3-4 week process)
· Keep any activity around the animal to a minimum.

· To prevent harm to the animal, try to keep dogs and birds away.

CARCASS REMOVAL

DFO does not have a mandate to remove dead marine mammals, however, this is sometimes done in the interest of public health and safety.  Typically, unless there is a desire to collect the carcass for scientific purposes, DFO often allows nature to take its course.  The Marine Mammal Incident Coordinator will advise the caller regarding carcasses.  

PERSONAL INFORMATION:  Any personal information is protected under the Privacy Act and held solely by DFO.  The information will not be used for any purpose other than for verification of this report and follow-up communications.  The public has the right to access non personal information. 
DO NOT TOUCH A DEAD OR ALIVE MARINE MAMMAL OR SEA TURTLE, OR ATTEMPT ANY RESCUE EFFORTS WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL AND ADVICE FROM DFO MARINE MAMMAL INCIDENT COORDINATOR OR SCIENCE STAFF 











FAX 
To Fisheries & Oceans Canada Reporting Hotline (ORR) at 604-666-9666 or call 1-800-465-4336 for immediate assistance.
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